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Bus Service Enhancements will serve 
growing needs and optimize the 
efficiency of services provided. 

1.2 Bus Service Enhancements 
 
1.2.A Enhanced Bus Services 
Bus service will continue to be a major 
component of RTD’s transit services.  
FasTracks offers a family of bus services 
tailored to individual markets and linked 
together to create a comprehensive network.  
RTD recognizes that basic bus services are 
critical to our transit-dependent customers, not 
only non-driving elderly and disabled patrons, 
but also those in lower income communities 
who depend upon transit accessibility for 
economic and quality of life factors.  RTD will 
continue to operate Local, Limited, Express, 
and Regional fixed route service, call-n-Ride, 
access-a-Ride, seniorRide and Special Event 
services.  FasTracks adds several new bus 
service elements such as an extensive bus 

feeder service to the rail and BRT stations, 
suburb-to-suburb bus service along major 
corridors, and timed transfer points to improve 
bus connections and make it more convenient 
for passengers to travel throughout the region.  
Following RTD policy, all bus service in 
FasTracks will take into account community 
input, RTD service standards and the results of 
the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
process.  Communities also have the option of 
choosing other RTD services, such as call-n-
Rides instead of fixed route bus service, to 
meet their local service needs. 
 
By 2025, RTD will provide an additional 
700,000 hours of bus service annually, an 
increase of 36 percent over 2003 bus service 
levels.  Figure 1-11 illustrates RTD’s bus 
service enhancements, with new and improved 
service highlighted.  Figure 1-12 provides an 
overview of future transit service frequencies 
for the enhanced FasTracks bus plan.  

Enhanced bus services in the FasTracks Plan 
include: 
 

• Bus Feeder Service to Rapid Transit 
Every rapid transit corridor will have a 
reconfigured local bus network to take 
advantage of connectivity to rapid transit 
lines and serve new destinations as a 
result of growth through 2025.  
Enhanced feeder service to rapid transit 
lines is proposed throughout the region, 
as illustrated in Figure 1-12, further 
enhancing connections at travel origins 
and destinations.   
 

• Suburb-to-Suburb Service 
The FasTracks Plan incorporates suburb-
to-suburb bus service, recognizing that 
employment, residential, commercial 
and educational opportunities are 
dispersed throughout the metro area.   
 
New suburb-to-suburb service includes 
transit connections between major 
employment centers and park-n-Rides in 
the outlying areas. The suburb-to-suburb 
service is designed around a network of 
timed FastConnects, or transfer points. 
 

• FastConnects 
FastConnects provides efficient 
connections for those transferring from 
one transit vehicle to another.  This 
applies to bus-to-bus, bus-to-rail, bus-
to-BRT, and rail-to-bus transfers.  
Service is designed so that buses and 
trains traveling to multiple destinations 
are timed to arrived at a major 
destination or transfer facility at the 
same time, minimizing the time a 
passenger has to wait.  FastConnects 
improves the overall efficiency of the 
transit network and reduces travel 
times for patrons.  

 
The suburb-to-suburb bus service 
connections including FastConnects is 
shown in Figure 1-13. 
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